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composure and self-restraint throughout the proceedings. He
said to Commander Cotton, " I swear by Almighty God
that I am innocent/3 and he never faltered in this declara-
tion of his innocence throughout his ordeal. The poor child
was naturally unable to refute the chain of circumstantial
evidence which had fastened suspicion upon him. " All I can
say is that I never did it," he said again and again. Nor in
this hour of cruel tragedy for this little boy and his family was
there lacking some consolation. At the Catholic school of
Stonyhurst, such was the recollection of his character that,
when the charge was made public, his old schoolmates met
together and declared that Archer-Shee was incapable of
such an action ; even the rector of the college, Father Bodkin,
at once wrote to his father that he would be glad to receive
the boy back. This noble and Christian offer, which was
gratefully accepted, redounds to the lasting glory of this fine
school.
Meanwhile, the Admiralty would give the family none of
the information on documents which had decided their
course of action, and the family had therefore only the word
of the boy himself. This was good enough for them, and, in
an hour of inspiration, Major Archer-Shee took his brother
to see Edward Carson at Dr. Johnson's Buildings on the
very day on which he left Osborne. The major, as a young
M.P., had learnt something of both the tenderness of Car-
son's heart and the strength of his advocacy. u There is only
one man who can help us," he said, " and that's Edward
Carson." Sir Edward knew more than a little about Osborne,
as his own sailor second son, Walter Carson, had gone
through the college ; and strangely enough it was Carson
who as First Lord was to close the place down altogether
He was deeply moved by the sight of the boy, still dressed in
the smart cadet's uniform to which he was no longer en-
titled, with his sad, strained little face. At the same time he
understood well that unblemished honour is an essential
condition for all officers in His Majesty's Navy, and he was
determined not to interfere with the discretion of the Ad-
miralty unless he first convinced himself that an injustice had
been done. With kindliness, but with absolute thoroughness,